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The Kansas State 
Department of 
Education School 
Transportation Unit 
wishes to thank the 
National Association of 
State Directors of Pupil 
Transportation Services 
for its assistance with 
this report.

The National School Bus Loading and Unloading 
Survey is a collection of fatality accident reports 
provided by state agencies responsible for school 
transportation and/or accident records.* The 
Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE), 
along with the help of the National Association of 
State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services, 
asks that all states and Washington, D.C., provide 
data to the agency; KSDE compiles it for this survey. 
Only fatalities involving school children in or around 
the loading or unloading areas of a school bus are 
included.

This survey is provided annually to the school 
transportation industry in an effort to raise 
awareness of the dangers involved in loading and 
unloading school children. Fatalities — which are 
caused by a variety of circumstances and errors 
by passing motorists and school bus drivers — 
continue to take place. This shows the continuing 
need for forceful, advanced instruction to educate 
bus drivers and students, as well as the need to 
increase our efforts to thoroughly inform drivers 
across the country about the requirements of the 
school bus stop arm law.

The 2023-2024 National School Bus Loading and 
Unloading Survey is only available online. Please 
reproduce and utilize the survey data as desired.

* Numbers are only as accurate as the reporting agency provides.

COVER PHOTO CREDIT: Kevin, Bree, Teagan, Bonner Springs-Edwardsville USD 204.
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Reports of Fatalities By State

Texas
A 15-year-old boy had unloaded 
from the school bus. The stop 
arm and eight-way lights were 
activated. A semi driver struck a 
properly stopped vehicle behind 
the bus and swerved to the 
right. The student was struck 
and killed by the semi.

Georgia
An 8-year-old girl was crossing the street to board the 
bus. The bus was stopped with the stop arm and 
eight-way lights activated. An oncoming vehicle did 
not stop, and the student was struck and killed.

Florida
A 9-year-old boy had unloaded from the school bus. 
The student dropped a football and crawled under the 
bus to retrieve it. The student was struck and killed by 
the right rear dual wheels of the bus.

Rhode Island
Refused to participate.

New Jersey
Refused to participate.

Alabama
A 15-year-old girl was in the front yard of her residence walking to 
board the bus. The stop arm and eight-way lights were activated. An 
approaching vehicle from the front swerved to the right and passed 
properly stopped vehicles, crossed back onto the roadway between 
the front of the bus and the stopped vehicles. The vehicle struck and 
killed the student in her yard prior to striking the student’s residence.

New York
A bus was pulling into its loading zone at school. An 8-year-old boy ran 
in front of the bus and was struck and killed by the right front wheel of 
the bus. 

A 5-year-old girl had unloaded from the bus. The bus driver did not see 
her as she crossed in front of the bus. The bus moved forward 
knocking the student down with the left front of the bus. As the bus 
continued moving forward, the student was struck and killed by the left 
rear dual wheels.
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Number of States Reporting Fatalities
50 States and Washington, D.C.
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Vehicle
School Buses vs. Other Vehicles

VEHICLE
2023-2024

Other 
Vehicles

50%

3 fatalities

School 
Buses

50%

3 fatalities

Fifty percent of fatalities were 
attributed to other vehicles during 
the 2023-2024 school year. Fifty 
percent were attributed to school 
buses during the same time period.

School Bus Type

Year Type A Type C Type D Total

2019 0 0 1 1

2020 0 1 1 2

2021 0 3* 1 4

2022 0 1 0 1

2023 0 3 0 3

Position of Child When Killed by 
School Bus

Back Front Total
2019 1 1
2020 211

12022 1
12021 32

2 12023 3

School Children Killed by 
Vehicle Passing School Bus

3

2

2

2

1

2023
2022
2021
2020
2019

Objects Caught or Dropped

Year
Closed 
Door

Dropped 
Object Total

2019 0 0 0

2020 0 0 0

2021 0 0 0

2022 0 0 0

2023 0 1 1

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs.
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Destination

Trip Home

66.7%

4 fatalities

Trip to 
School

33.3%

2 fatalities

DESTINATION
2023-2024

Year Trip to School Trip Home Total
2019 1 1 2
2020 3 1 4
2021 3 3* 6
2022 3 0 3
2023 2 4 6

Location of Fatality

LOCATION
2023-2024Unloading at 

bus stop (p.m.)

50%

3 fatalities

Walking/running to 
bus stop (a.m.)

Loading at 
school grounds 

(p.m.)

33.3%

2 fatalities

16.7%

1 fatality

Year

SCHOOL BUS STOP
SCHOOL 

GROUNDS

Walking/
running to 

(a.m.)
Waiting 
(a.m.)

Unloading 
(p.m.)

Walking/
running from 

(p.m.)
Loading 
(p.m.) TOTAL

2019 0 1 0 1 0 2

2020 2 1 1 0 0 4

2021 1 2 2 0 1* 6

2022 1 2 0 0 0 3

2023 2 0 3 0 1 6

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs.
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Age

AGE
2023-2024

5 years

16.7%

1 fatality

8 years

33.3%

2 fatalities

9 years

16.7%

1 fatality

15 years

33.3%

2 fatalities

Age
Year

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 0 0 1 1
6 0 2 2 0 0
7 1 2 0 0 0
8 0 0 0 0 2
9 1 0 0 0 1

10 0 0 1 0 0
11 0 0 1 0 0
12 0 0 0 0 0
13 0 0 0 1 0
14 0 0 0 0 0
15 0 0 0 0 2
16 0 0 1 1 0
17 0 0 1* 0 0

Total 2 4 6 3 6

Gender

GENDER
2023-2024

Female

50%

3 fatalities

Male

50%

3 fatalities

Year Female Male Total
2019 2 0 2
2020 3 1 4
2021 4 2* 6
2022 2 1 3
2023 3 3 6

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs.
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Day of the Week Fatality Occurred

DAY
2023-2024

Thursday

50%

3 fatalities

Tuesday

16.7%

1 fatality

Monday

16.7%

1 fatalityFriday

16.7%

1 fatality Year Su
nd

ay

M
on

da
y

Tu
es

da
y

W
ed

ne
sd

ay

Th
ur

sd
ay

Fr
id

ay

Total

2019 0 1 0 0 1 0 2
2020 0 0 0 4 0 0 4
2021 0 3* 0 1 2 0 6
2022 1 0 0 1 0 1 3
2023 0 1 1 0 3 1 6

Month Fatality Occurred

MONTH
2023-2024

January

33.3%

2 fatalities

December

16.7%

1 fatality

February

33.3%

2 fatalities

October

16.7%

1 fatality

Year 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Jan. 0 0 0 0 2
Feb. 1 1 0 0 2
Mar. 0 0 2* 0 0
Apr. 0 0 1 0 0
May 0 0 0 1 0
Jun. 0 0 0 0 0
Jul. 0 0 0 0 0

Aug. 0 0 1 0 0
Sept. 0 1 1 0 0
Oct. 0 0 0 1 1
Nov. 0 1 0 0 0
Dec. 1 1 1 1 1

Total 2 4 6 3 6

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs.



Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.org10

2023-2024 NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS LOADING AND UNLOADING SURVEY

Lighting Conditions

LIGHTING
2023-2024 Daylight

50%

3 fatalities

Dusk

33.3%

2 fatalities

Dawn

16.7%

1 fatality

Year Dawn Daylight Dark Dusk Total
2019 1 0 0 1 2

2020 1 3 0 0 4

2021 2 4* 0 0 6

2022 0 2 1 0 3

2023 1 3 0 2 6

Weather Conditions

WEATHER
2023-2024

Clear

88.3%

5 fatalities

Cloudy

16.7%

1 fatality

Year Clear Cloudy Fog Rain Total
2019 1 0 1 0 2
2020 3 0 0 1 4
2021 6* 0 0 0 6
2022 3 0 0 0 3
2023 5 1 0 0 6

Weather-Related Road Conditions

Dry

100%

6 fatalities

ROAD 
CONDITIONS

2023-2024

Year Dry Wet Snow/Slush Total
2019 1 0 1 2
2020 2 2 0 4
2021 6* 0 0 6
2022 3 0 0 3
2023 6 0 0 6

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs
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.Area Where Fatality Occurred

AREA
2023-2024

Rural

50%

3 fatalities

Urban

50%

3 fatalities

Year Rural Urban Total
2019 1 1 2
2020 2 2 4
2021 2 4* 6
2022 2 1 3
2023 3 3 6

Road Type

ROAD TYPE
2023-2024

City Street

16.7%

1 fatality

Federal 
Highway

16.7%

1 fatality

Private 
Property

33.3%

2 fatalities

State 
Highway

16.7%

1 fatality

County 
Road

16.7%

1 fatality

Year Ci
ty

 
St

re
et

St
at

e 
H

ig
hw

ay

Fe
de

ra
l 

H
ig

hw
ay

Co
un

ty
 

Ro
ad

Pr
iv

at
e 

Pr
op

er
ty

To
ta

l

2019 1 1 0 0 0 2
2020 2 1 0 1 0 4
2021 3 0 0 2 1* 6
2022 1 1 0 1 0 3
2023 1 1 1 1 2 6

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs.
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54-Year Summary
Total student fatalities: 1,273

Age

PHOTO CREDIT: Chris, Easton USD 449

During the past 54 years, 
the largest percentage 
of fatalities, 72.9 percent 
(928 fatalities), occurred 
to students 9 years of 
age and younger.

54-YEAR TOTAL 
FATALITIES

Age

No 
information

3.9%

50 fatalities

9 years and 
younger

72.9%

928 fatalities

9 years

7.7%

98 fatalities

10-17 years 

23.2%

295 fatalities

8 years 

10.9%

139 fatalities

6 years 

21.8%

278 fatalities

5 years and 
younger

18.7%

238 fatalities

7 years 

13.7%

175 fatalities
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School Buses vs. Other Vehicles

Other 
information

4.2%

54 fatalities

54-YEAR TOTAL 
FATALITIES

Vehicle

School Buses

56.3%

717 fatalities

Other Vehicles

39.4%

502 fatalities

Destination

54-YEAR TOTAL 
FATALITIES

Destination

Activity or 
other 
information

3.2%

41 fatalities

Trip Home

32.8%

418 
fatalities*

Trip to 
School

63.9%

814
fatalities

* Indicates fatality of an 19-year-old student with special needs.

Total student fatalities: 1,273
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www.ksde.org/board

MISSION
To prepare Kansas students 
for lifelong success through 
rigorous, quality academic 
instruction, career training 
and character development 
according to each student’s 
gifts and talents.

VISION
Kansas leads the world 
in the success of each 
student.

MOTTO
Kansans Can

SUCCESS DEFINED
A successful Kansas high 
school graduate has the

 y Academic preparation,
 y Cognitive preparation,
 y Technical skills,
 y Employability skills and
 y Civic engagement 

to be successful in 
postsecondary education, 
in the attainment of an 
industry recognized 
certification or in the 
workforce, without the need 
for remediation. 

OUTCOMES
 y Social-emotional growth
 y Kindergarten readiness
 y Individual Plan of Study
 y Civic engagement
 y Academically prepared for 

postsecondary
 y High school graduation
 y Postsecondary success

DISTRICT 1

Danny Zeck
dzeck@ksde.org

DISTRICT 2

Melanie Haas
Chair

mhaas@ksde.org

DISTRICT 3

Michelle Dombrosky
mdombrosky@ksde.org

DISTRICT 4

Ann E. Mah
Legislative Liaison
amah@ksde.org

DISTRICT 5

Cathy Hopkins
chopkins@ksde.org

DISTRICT 6

Dr. Deena Horst
Legislative Liaison
dhorst@ksde.org

DISTRICT 7

Dennis Hershberger
dhershberger@ksde.org

DISTRICT 8

Betty Arnold
barnold@ksde.org

DISTRICT 9

Jim Porter
Vice Chair

jporter@ksde.org

DISTRICT 10

Jim McNiece
jmcniece@ksde.org

900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212

(785) 296-3201

www.ksde.org

COMMISSIONER OF 
EDUCATION 

Dr. Randy Watson

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services

Dr. Frank Harwood

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
Division of Learning  Services

Dr. Ben Proctor

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries 
regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, 
Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.
Jan. 25, 2024



For more information, contact:

School Transportation Unit
(785) 296-4567
kdreiling@ksde.org

Kansas State Department of Education
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212

www.ksde.org

  kansasdoe   @ksdehq
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